FEATVURES: REVIEWS
Stephen Gethins MP reviews

Leo and the
Lightning Dragons

by Gill White

Published by Fledgling Press. On sale in Waterstones, and all good
bookshops, at £8.99 RRP. All royalties are being donated to CHAS.

‘Everybody in the Kingdom is supporting the brave knight Leo in his battle against his fearsome
dragons. They try lots of different things to help defeat him, but eventually Leo realises that the
most important thing to do is to believe in himself.

This beautifully illustrated book with a poignant and uplifting rhyming story encourages children
to persevere and find strength in the face of adversity, even when it seems nothing is working."

Leo is three years old. All his life he has suffered epileptic seizures; sometimes up to 170 a day
will strike his little body. After being diagnosed with Ohtahara Syndrome at just a few months old,
Leo continues to defy the odds; it is this battle with the lightning, or seizures, that inspired his mum,
Gill White of St Andrews, to write about her hero, the knight in shining armour who overcomes the
dragons and goes on to become a king.

In writing Leo and the Lightning Dragons for Leo’s first birthday, Gill did not set out to publish
a book. She intended to create a poster for Leo’s room as a gift for her child who faces a constant
battle and who deserves his own happy ending. However, with help from local artist Gilli B, Gill
soon found herself developing not only a beautiful and incredibly touching story with quirky
illustrations bringing Leo’s battle to life, but a great resource for anyone, children in particular, to
learn about courage and resilience. Like Leo, everyone has challenges — or dragons — to face.

Leo and the Lightning Dragons has something for everyone, from little ones who will love
the colourful characters and rhymes, to older children gripped by the story of how Leo defeats
the dragons. Gill's enthusiasm for sharing Leo’s story
with others shines through. It is clear to see why her
book has been such a success. Just a week after it
was published, Gill had to order a reprint. She has now
gone on to develop the book with free storytelling events
in nurseries and Waterstones book shops across Fife
and Tayside, as well as after-school events in local
libraries. Gill has been working with Maureen Phillip of
PAMIS (Promoting A More Inclusive Society) to develop
the book as a sensory story for children with profound
and multiple learning disabilities. They have a series of
sensory storytelling events planned over the summer,
including visits to schools for children with additional
support needs. On the first weekend of June she will take
part in the Wildhood Festival at Tullibole Castle, Crook
of Devon. >

All royalties from the sale of the books are donated
to the Children’s Hospice Across Scotland (CHAS) which
helps the family with both CHAS at Home service as well
as respite care for Leo.

For more details on Leo and the Lightning Dragons Gill with Leo
visit www.leoa elightningdragons.com (Photo courtesy Gill White)




